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THE 


ADVANTAGES 
OF THE 


Preſent SETTLEMENT, &.. 


HE wonderful Revolution that 
hath fallen out in the Iſland of 
Great Britain Vince September laſt, 
1658. is jaſily ai preſent che 
dilcourle and ama7zc ment «o all 
Exropez but chiefly in the three 
Kingdoms of Scotlaid, England 
and Ireland, whoſe Inhabitants 
are the Partics moſt conccrncd 
in itz and no wonder, lincc a 


greater Deliverance , more unexpected , and that hath 
plainer CharaQers of a Divine Contrivance and Conduct, 
hath neither been heard of, nor ſecn, in any place of the 
World, in any of the former Ages of it, But there is a 
greater Wonder now to be obſerved amongſt us than 
the Deliverance we have rcccived ( if any thing 'can be 
greater) iz, That there are many of us who ſeem to be 
much diſcontented with it, and expreſs th.mſelves in ſuch a 
manner, as if they wcre offended with Heaven it (clf , 
for being ſo propitious to usz and ſecm ungratefully to 
envy his Honour, whom God made the great Inſtrument 
of our Deliverance. Strange ! that another Change ſhould 
come under the delires of reaſonable men , which mult of 
abſolute neceſſity occalion a fatal Relapſe into the ſame 
Miſeries we were (o deeply plunged , and likewiſe occafion 
the incvitable and lalting ruine, not only of our potent De- 
liverer, but alſo of all thoſe Royal Branches of the Royal 


Family. in whoſe proſperity all the hopes ot England's Hap- 


pines are certainly repoſcd, 
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While 1 frequently hear ſich Murmurings and Whiſ- 
perings as tend to ſuch a fatal End, I cannot but be ſur- 
delagel both with altoniſhingit and grict: ationiſhment , 
it being wonderful men ſhould be diſpleaſed with their 
own Safety and Happinels : and grict, it being cafic to ap- 
prehend thoſe ill Conſcquences to the Publick, that uſually 
attend ſuch Diſcontents and undacital Murmurings, fo ma- 
liciouſly and induſtriouſly pron.otcd. 

And though I am very {cnſtble of my own utter unfit- 
neſs for ſo great an undertaking , as the allaying of 
thoſe Heats and Animoſitics that ſo much diſturb the qui- 
ctnels and peace we have in our hands, if we would but 
embrace it, and be cont:nted to enjoy it: yet I hope I 
ſhall be forgiven of all, even of thoſe who perhaps may 
have an averlion to this Diſcourſe, for the very finceri- 
ty of my Intention ; for the Author aſſures his Reader, 
that his Condition is fo obſcure, his Acquaintance in the 
World fo narrow, and ( as you will cafily perceive by this 
Pamphlet, both as to the matter and (iyle of it, which falls 
ſo much below the dignity of the Subject, and is fo rude 
and unpoliſht ) his Habitation is ſomewhat ſolitary, and in 
a manner rural z and: thereforctore it cannot be imagined 
that Self-intereſt ſhould ſhare in his Detign : no, ſuffer him 
only quietly to put in his poor mite into the Treaſury, and 
if he in any meaſure contribute to the Publick Peace and 
Happineſs of that Church of which he glories to be a Mem- 
ber, even that of England, as it is now by Law cſiabliſhed ; 
and of that Kingdom, which he accounts it the greateſt 

rt of his civil happineſs to be a Subjett in, he is (uthciently 
haciahied; which del1gn he is fure no man can poſſibly blame. 

1 would therefore, as an Introduction to what fol- 
lows, ask but this quettion of thoſe Perfons that ſeem fo 
diſcontented with our ' preſcrt Tranquility, Gentlemen , 
what is it you would be at ? what do you deſire ? If they 
ſpeak plainly, and give a round anſwer to this queſtion, it 
mult be this ; 'We would have King WILLIAM and 
Queen MAK T dethroned again, and have them either 
voluntarily to return back from whence: they came, or elſe 
hs to 
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to be ſent back again by furce 3, we would have Kipg 
FAMES the Second reltorcd to his Crown and Dignity, 
and reinſtated in his Throne and Government. This mult 
be the Anſwer, or elſe I cannot imagine what ſome men 
keep ſuch a noiſe for. Fair and (oft, Sirs ! This is a demand 
of the greateſt conſequence and importance that ever Eng- 
land heard ; I afſure you it's not likely to be yielded to 
without very mature and ſerious deliberationz and I am 
very contident, would men tutffer their Reaſon to act free- 
ly, without the ſtrong Biaſs of Interett or Paſſion, they 
would ſee it as unht to be asked, as they certainly muſt dee 
fpair of having it granted. For, upon the wiole, the 
yielding to the Propoſal, would be a fatal Relaple into all 
thoſe Miſeries, under which we fo latcly groancd ; and as it 
is in the caſe of a Relaple into the fame Diltcmpers from 
which Patients ſcemed almott to be freed, thur latt condi- 
tion is much more dangerous than their hrlt ; fo vadoubt- 
edly it would be with us. And this will the more clcarly 
appear , upon a ſerious conlideration of theſe three things. 


t. What condition we were in before the happy arri- 
val of their preſent Majelties, 

2, What condition we are now in by this happy Revo- 
lution. 

3. What a miſcrable condition we mult of neceſſity fall 
into upon ſuch a ſecond Revolution as would ſatisfy 


ſome mens dclires. 


As to the firſt of theſe, it's to be hoped that you will not 
take it i!l, if upon your propoſal, we make a review of that 
ſtate you would reduce us to. - I] affure you, we atc as (orry, 
even for King FAMES*s fake, that the reticction is fo 
unpleaſant, as poſſibly you can be; yet it we'hnd it to'be a 
miſerable Condition, you will, I hope, excuſe us, if we-be 
not willing deſperately to ruſh our ſclves into it again. 

Now I know not what in all the World is dear to a 
reaſonable Creature, that was not ( as our Circumttances 
wete) in the greateſt hazaid of being, utterly. loti. For 


what is it that 45 moft dear'to'us as Chriltians ? _ 
What 


__ 
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What is moſt dear to us as Engliſh men ? The enjoyment of 
our Libertics and Propertics, {ccured to us by the Laws of 
the Land, What is molt dear to us as individual tingle per- 
ſons ? The fafety and protection of our Lives, Perſons and 
Families, Now 1 darc appeal to all unprejudiccd men , 
whether in any Nation under Heaven, that was ſo hrmly in 
the poſſeiſion of all theſe as we were a few years ago, thcy 
were ever in greater danger of being utterly luſt, than they 
were here in England y to that the preſervation of them 1s 
next to « Miracle, 

That there was a Delign to ſubvert the cltabliſhed Rcli- 
pion of this Church and Kingdom, 1 hope no man will (6 
much as queſtion, King F AMES did quickly Lt us 
{ce what was ſo much feared by many before be came to the 
Crown, That it was great folly to imagine that a | rince (0 
gout a Zealot for his own Perfualion, would not think it 

is Duty touſe that Power God had given him, to the proy- 
moting of that Religion he was ſo Zealous for 1 which 
could never be without the Extirpation of the Eltab! (hed 
Religion, accounted by him a Peltilent Herefie, To this 
end tended the Erecting of Chappcls tor Popiſh Devution, 
and Publick Schools for Popiſh Education, Was it tor no- 
thing, that an Ambaſſador was relident at Kome f And a 
Nunav publickly entertained here, ſor a conttant Correſpor» 
dence between England and Km ? Whiy were all the Prote- 
ſtant Nobility and Gentry turncd cut of all places cithcr of 
Honour , Profit , or {ruſt z and Papilts put in their 
Rooms ? What could be the delign of that ducoy of 
Liberty of Conſcience, at a time, when flince the hilt begin- 
nings of thoſe unhappy divilivns of Protcitants here at 
home, there was nevcr leſs need of it? Whennot »ny Pro» 
reſtant Party among(t us, did fo much as Petition for it ; 
when the Generality of Dillenters were {o well ſatistied with 
the Church of Eng/and, that there were rvever tair:r hopes 
of perfc& Unity amongit us. But this was the matter 3 
the divition of Proteſtants amongit themiclves would weak- 
en the whole Body of ther, = reuder them the mcre ca- 
pable of an cafic overthrow z a delign, which the _ 
ore 
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ſort of Diſſenters quickly ſaw, and even the generality of 
them in a ſhort time were ſatisfied in. For fince it's as caſic 
for the Ardlick, and Antarflick Poles to meet together z or 
for the Eaft and Wit tobe in ConjunQion, as to reconcile 
Infallibil.ty of one Religion, with a Toleration of all; the 
neecllity of Extirpating all Hereticks , with a Connivance 
at all Herelics z all were calily convinced what ſuch a Tole- 
ration tended to, and none were entrapped in the Snare, or 
trepanned with the Cheat, but a few hot-headed Zealots, 
ready to Sacrifice all to Ambition and Revenge. What 
could be the deſign of putting Papilts in for Heads of 
Houſes, Matters and Fellows of Colleges, in our famous 
Univerſities? What could be the deſign of Erctting a High 
Commiſſion Court for Eeclefiaſtical Cauſcs, for the ſuſpend- 
ing and depriving of Biſhops and Clergy 5 which was jultly 
terrned the New Inquifition of England ? Why was that 
enfuaring Dechration (6 _—_— and yet (0 wnneceſfarily 
reſt upon' the Clergy, tobe read in Churches z and Seven 
Fimops impriſoned, and the whole Clergy of the Kingdom 
threatned wirh Deprivation for Non-Compliance ? lt thele 
things, and a great many more, will not (atisftie men, That 
there was a real Deſign of ſubverting our Religion, I kuow 
not what will, 
* Yee to demonſtrate this matter to the full, conſider only 


the mighty endetvours that were uſed to abrogate the Pe-- 


nal Laws and Teſt y in which the King uſed fo ' much in- 
duſtry, that he truly took methods too mach below Royal 
Dignity to effe& it. What a mean office for a King to be- 
come an carneſt Soceietor of his Subjefts, to that which 
they could not tn Conſciceiice nor Honour yield to ; and then 
a diſobliger of all his Kingdom, for removing them from 
all places, upon ſo neceſſary a refuſal! The detign mult be 
mighty great, when Arts both ſo mean and fo harſh, were 
ed to accompliſh it, But this was it ; The Papifts had 
then ſtood upon even ground with all other Subjects; and 
the great adyantage of Authority on their ſide, would quick- 
ly have taifed their Ground above us ; the doors of both 
Houſes of Parliament had been ſet a oy 
WAancence 
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whence the Houſe: of Peers might, quickly haye been filled 
with new Creations, and the \Houſe of Commons as 
quickly made- Popilh by - Force -or Fraud in Eledttons , 
Corporations being framcd and regulated. agreeable to the 
delign 3 and what could be then expcaed, but a ludden 
Eſtabliſhment of Popery * The whole Nation did ſee this 
Projcet fo clearly, that the greatcit part of the Diſſenters 
were fo tniible of the milchief, that though they had 
ſmarted ſomewhat hardly undcr the Laſh of the Penal 
Laws but a little while before, yet they would rather ven- 
ture the Continuance of them, than ruu the hazard of ru- 
ining the ſubſtance and being of the Proteſtant Religion a- 
mongſt us; nor could all the virulent Pamphlets thrown a- 
bout to exaſperate them, by a Tragical Commemoration 
of their former Suffering by the Penal Laws, ever perſwade 
them fo. tar out of their Senſcs, as not-to be fully aſſured, 
that the Litcle Finger of che Popiſh Inquiſition would be 
heavier upon them, than the Loins of all the Penal Laws 
made ſince the Reformation againſt them. And indecd to 
the Fidclity of that Party at that Critical time ,* are we 
to aſcribe a great ſhare of, the diſappointment the Popiſh 

met with, being, much chafed , that the Grand Cheat 
of the Toleration had no better ſucceſs; - 

Avd as all thefe plain matters of fat, arc more than ſuf- 
ficient to convince us of the Miſchievous Dehigu of ſubver- 
ting the Eſtabliſhed Religion in theſe Kingdoms ; o are they 
a plain and evident proof, that there was certainly a Private 
League between the Late, King James and the French King for 
bringing this to paſs, tho there were nothing elſe to evince 
i. | For it could never be. t,the Popith Party here 
in Ex could do it, their Strength and Intereſt were not 
ſufficient to accomplit ſuch a Deſign. There was a fine Ar- 
my indeed, but molt of them Proteſtants, who wauld hard- 
ly be commanded by, Popiſh Officers, to ruine thefr Relig 
6n; for men mutt certainly, fight very faintly , whea t 
edge of their:Swords is turned againſt themſclves, their 
ſiece(sis certain deſolation to! their Country. From » 
one 0 theſe two things mult follow ; cither that Jong 
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had no Reſolution, co change the Religion of chis Natios, 
the contrary of which appears by what hath been ſaid ; aud 
beſides, to ſay fo, is to put the greataſt affront and diſhonour 
upon the Late King that can be, and calls his Wiſdom and 
Diſcretion highly i queſtion, in the condudt of his Aﬀazrs ; 
that he ſhould do all theſe mean, har(b, and (uſpitious things 
before alledged, for no other 61d, but to bring an obloquy 
upon himſelt, to render his Government unealic, fearful, and 
ſuſpeRed, and to diſoblige all the thiee Kingdoms. But it ic 
cannot be admitted, that a perſon of any common ſcuſe or 
reaſon, ſhould be guilty of ſo much Indiſcrction, that might 
in the end prove ſo fatal to himſelt, then we mult acknow- 
Icdge that fome Forcign Power was certainly to be made uſe 
of ; lince no reaſonable man propoſeth to himſclt any end, 
but withall he propoſeth means proportiqnate to that end, 
in order to the acquiring of it : and now we would fain 
learn, what other Force can ſo much as come under the Prg- 
bability of being made uſe of, but the French / 

And now that which makes this Deſign abundantly the 
more inexcuſable in it ſelf, and the more inſupportable to 
-us, is this z That this Church, aud the Religion profciſed in 
it, run ſuch a great hazard from a Prince, tram whom che 
Members of that Church, and Profeſſors of that Religion, 
had all the reaſon in the world to expe much kinder ulage., 
For I am ſuremever any Prince could be more highly obliged 
by Subjects, than King James was by the Members of the 
Church of England, both before, and after he was King, 
Not to run ſo far back as the unhappy Wars in his Father's 
time of ever Bleſſed and Glorious Memory, when the Church 
of England was ruined, and a great many of the Members of 
it, of all de and conditions, —_— to the greate(t mi- 
ſcries, for their firm adherence to the Intereſt of the Crown, 
Nox yet to ſpeak of his LateMajefty King Charles the Second's 
-— 1 (onrnoeny it's —_ to refle& upon our du- 

haviour to King Jemes himſelf, both when Duke, and 
King. Who were the great oppoſers of the Bill of Exclu- 
lion, in Parliament, both in the Houſe of Lords and Com- 


mons, and out of Parliament all the Kingdom over ; and 
B preferred 
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preferred their ſtanding faſt to the Duke's Intereſt at that 
tire, "to all their own Intereſt in the>World : What Re- 
proaches, Diſgraces, Infolencies, nay Threats were caſt up- 
on, and uſed towards us, we very well remember, Wzs 
there ever any King Teceived by his People, or proclaimed 
4n all Places, with greater Satisfaftion, Joy and Acclama- 
tions, than he was? For who then doubted of the Sincerity 
of King Fames the Juſt? Who were they that fo readily fet- 
ted theliGrame ot the Crown, and gave larger fupplics than 
the neceflney of Afﬀairs required? Who were they that 
kood the Shock, and ventured their Lives in ſupprciling of 
that dangerous Rebellion of Monmouth 2 Were they not all 
Mcmbers of the Church of England , who preſerved the 
Crown for King James before he came to the poſſeſſion of 
it, by oppoſing the Bill of Exctuhon ; and kept it upon his 
Head when he was poſſeſſed of it, by tupprethng Monmonth's 
Rebellion? And this brings to my mind an Expretſion, in 
thc Oxford Reaſons, againlt ſigning the Addreſs of their Bi- 
ſhop Dr. Parker ; for being told that their refuſal of the Ad- 
dreſs would exaſperate the King, and move him to take 
s#ougher Methods again{t the Church ; their Anſwer: was, 
That if: the remembrance of the Services of the Church to 
the Crown ini thoſe ewo Afﬀairs, of the Bill ot Excluſion , 
and Mmmomth's Rebellion , were not ſufficient to lecure the 
King's kindnels to, and proteRtion of the Church of Eng- 
hand and its Members, the ligning of ſuch infigniticant Ad- 
dreſſes would never do i z aud truly I cannot tell what elſe 
could do it,” i 66 

+ But the truth of it is, the Papiſts have all along , upon: 
all occaſions (© ill requited the- Fidelity of the Protcitants 
to their Poupiſh Princes, as if they had a-mind never more 
to be obliged m that nature, I necd uot ſpeak of the obli» 
trons put upon Queen Mary, the Daughter of Henry the 
ighth, 1nd the barbarous uſage ſhewed them in @ very kt- 
the while afterz nor of former dealings ot that kind in 
Frame + the pretent King of France hath demonſtrated this 
to the fall; he ows his poſſeſſion of the Crown of France, 
and conſequently all his Glory he fo proudly boalis of , wg 
t 
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the firm adherence of his Proteſtant Subjects to his Interelt. 
He hath ſeveral times publickly owned” this, and yet his 
Cruelty to them hath far ſurpaſſed all Heathen Barbarity. 
And now 1 am very ſorry that ſuch a hearty Endeavour to 
ſubvert the Religion eſtabliſhed in this Church, which could 
not be, without the ruine of thoſe, to whom the late King 

AMES was fo highly obliged , hath given ſuch another 

reſh Inſtance, that Popery will not ſuffer Kings ſo much as 
to be grateful to their SubjeQs; for by this means they have 
more than fatished the World, that it's utterly unſafe for 
a Protettant Kingdom to be under the Government of a Po- 
pith Prince. 

But fince all men have neither that knowledge of, nor 
that zeal for their Religion, that it were heartily to be wiſhed 
they had, yet every man is very ſenſible, when their Li- 
bertics and Properties, and the Laws by which they are 
ſecured, arc invaded : and left the Endeavours to ſubvert 
Religion, ſhould not have been ſufficient to have provoked” 
the Nation, there was added to this a plain Invaſion of the 
Rights of the Subje&t, and of the Laws upon which they 
are grounded ; to let the World know, that there was no 
miſtake in thoſe men, who afhrmed, that Popery could ne- 
ver be introduced into this Kingdom, unleſs Slavery uſher- 
6d it in. It were endleſs to make inſtances of this; the 
Maſter and Fellows of Magdalen Colkdge are a ſufficient 
proof of this, who were deprived of their Freeholds, by a 
molt arbitrary Sentence of a Court, that in the whole con- 
ſtitution of it, was utterly illegal ; and in an Aﬀair of this 
nature, a Judge altogether incompetent 3 where the Per- 
ſons concerned were admitted to no legal Tryal, before the 


competent Judges, by a Jury of the Vicinage, as in thoſe' 


Caſes is the Law of the Nation; but were removed by Per- 


ſons, who had no more right to diſpoſeſs them of their” 


Frecholds, than the Perſuns , receiving ſuch an injurious 


Sentence, had to diſpoſſets their very Judges of theirs. And- 


it was no wonder that the general Cry ot the Nation, fol- 
lowing that unjult and Arbitrary Sentence, was, All our 
Frecholds and Ettates ſhake by this Sentence. 
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Another proof of this Iovaſion of. our and ERxtes 
the moſt exorbitant and extravagant Fines, put upon 
as bythe phin Arbitrary Will of the Judges, as if 
they would declaze to the World, their deſign was rather 
to ruine the Nelinquent , than iſh the. Delinquency. 
This was (o fr t, that c erm (hewed how eabily, 
for very {mall faults, men t be ruined in their For- 
he is = he Rights of - Corpora 

invading t ts of. tions, was more 
than ſufficient proof , that our Liberties , Eſtates and Laws 
were in the greateſt hazard. The deſpoiling them of all 
their Ancient Privileges, ſtruck at the very Foundation ot 
the Government it felf; the altering all the Ancient Pre- 
Cripzions in chooling of perſons for pry og in Par- 
lament, ſiruck at the very: Fountain of our Laws , both in 

being, and to be made,. | 
Bu above all ns to the ruine of all our Se- 
curity in ous Laws, Libextics and Propertics, none is more 
worthy of-our ſcrious conhderation, than that Helke of Di- 
ſpenſing Power, that would have devoured all at a morſe], 
and ſwallowed all at one draught, if need had been; there 
was no Law, no Privilege to ſtand in the way of this 
Liviathan. This was ſuch a Power, that once being yield- 
£&d to, in the full latitude it was claimed, would have ren- 
dered all Laws in England not only uncertain and inſecure, 
but uttexly needleſs ; nay, altogether ridiculous. For to 
what purpoſe ſhould the Nation. be put to fo much trouble 
and charge, to ele Repreſentatives for the Honle of Com- 
mons z or why ſhould Perſons, who have cither a natural 
Right, as Noblemen, or a deputed Right, as Commoners, 
go from all parts of the Kingdom, to en:ct Laws for the 
good aud profit of the Realm, if the Sovereiyis Power can 
diſpenſe with thery, whenever their backs are turned ? To 
what purpole is all this watt? Or why ſhould che Nation 
be fooled with Laws. which when made, promiſe us the 
greateki ſecurity, in all things that are molt valuable; when 
in the mean trme, at the mere will of the Prince in diſpen- 
ling with theſe, all our Security is turned into Beipair 3 and 
all 
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a1 our vas pe grounded on thoſe Laws, wholly fru- 
ſtrate, quite blown ap ? / 
The Impriſonment of the Seven Biſhops, who all deſerve 


fo have Statues ereted to their Memories , for ſo couragi- 
ouſly temming that Tide of Opprefſhon,that was like to have 
ſunk us into the deepeſt miſeries both in our Religious and 
Civil Rights: This Impriſonment, 1 fay, tho it was diſmal 
and gloomy, yet bleſſed be God, their Tryal that followed 
upon it , occakoned the abſolute perm gy Diſpenſing 
Power, by thoſe learned and ſtout Gen , their Coun- 
cil, who dared at ſuch a time, to vindicate our Laws from 
fo much Violence, and our Liberties from fuch Oppreſſion. 
But then if we add to all this, That we were not ſo much 
as fafe in our Perſons and Families, our Condition will ap- 
r the more deplorable. How many were there, who 
abandoned their Native Country, upon the apprehenſion of 
thoſe Dangers that Innocency it ſelf was not able to ſecure 
them from ? Was not the Lord De La Mere expoſed to the 
greatcft danger by a falſe Accufation, and prefled carneſtly 
to acknowledg a Capital Crime, of which in the end hc 
was found innocent ? Was not the now Reverend Biſhop of 
S$alirbnry forced to fly for his Life, and could hardly obtain 
the liberty of breathing in a Forcign Air, or the benche of 
the Protedtion of Forcign States and Princes z excepted in 
all Acts of Grace as the greateli Criminal? And yet upon the 
ſtricteſt enquiry into the reaſon, why Royal Power was {v 
armed 2gamlt this Perſon, it will be hard to find any other, 
than this, that he was the Author of the Hiſtory of the Refor- 
mation, which will be a ſuftcicne Monument for that Great 
Man when he is dead, and for his undaunted Courage and 
Zeal for, and great Abilities and Induliry in defending a Re- 
ligion his then Majeſty had fo great an averſion to. Add to 
this, the cruel Corporal Puniſhments, inflicted upon ſeveral 
Perſons both in City and Country. In fine, The unſ(;eakable 
Opprefſion of the -ouldiery, by vertue of whoſe quartering at 
pleaſure, neither men's Families or Perſons were ſecure from 
the greatclt violence ; moſr of the Corporations of the King- 


dom are too tov able to give @ fad and deplorable account of 
: this, 
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this, who felt the Inſolencies of Mercenary men, permitted 
in all their Extravagant Miſchiefs, to inure the Nation by 
degrees to Slavery and Oppreſſion, 
| know that many will not be pleaſed with ſuch a repre- 
ſentation of our late Miſeries 3 But they mult pardon us, it we 
judg, it ht to refle&t upon them, lince they ſeem ſo extreamly 
delirous to involve us in them again. For upon a review of 
theſe Particulars, which are undeniable matters of Fact, 
we cannot poſſibly think that a continuance in ſuch a miſe- 
rable Condition, was, Or is, or can be a deſirable State, 
tho it never advanced further; much leſs can we think ic 
tolerable, when the whole Nation were more than ſatisticd, 
that theſe were but the beginning of thoſe Scrrows we had 
ſach a diſmal Proſpe&t and Apprechenſion of , had the de- 
tigns afoot made a Later ProgrelszAnd we would pray them 
to pardon us, that we are not williag to be ſo treacherous to 
our (elves, and our Poſterity, as to throw our (clves into that 
Miſery, from whence we have been {o miraculouſly delivered. 
Now, tho 1 do not tind any Man that will take upon 
him the impoſſible Task of jultifying cheſe Proceedings z 
but rather all of force muſt acknowledg there were very 
many Male-adminitirations in the Government, yet they 
firive to excuſe them, as much as may be. I mult tcll them, 
would the matter bear it, we would be as willing to do it 
as they, And we mult let them know, that our caſe is the 
more to be piticd, becauſe we were (o like to be ruined and 
undone by a Prince, whom no honelt Man in the Nation, 
did ever ſo much as dclire, ſhould fall into thoſe misfor- 
tunes that have overtaken him ; but upon whe contrary, 
were extrearnly afflicted, to ice a fatal neceſſity of the ruin 
of either King, or Kingdom in a very ſhort time, and would 
moſt willingly have contributed our utmct to the preven- 
ting of it, Pad it lain in our Power. But this is the mi- 
ſery, the more pains men take to palliate theſe things, the 
more ſtill it appears, there was a wiltul, tixed and unmv- 
vable Reſolution of driving theſe things to the height. 
For while it's ſaid, That the Late King, bcing very zca- 
tous tor his Religion, and giving the Condudt of _ Con- 
clence 
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ſcience to the guidance of men ſworn to that intereſt ; we 
carnot wonder it their perpetual ſolicitations, and unweari- 
ed importunities, highly prevailed upon him to —_ 
their delires, in which he was withal (atished that he was 
doing God lingular good ſervice ; this very excuſe is our 
* greateſt Complaint, For was it not cafic to divine what a 
Proteſtant Nation had reaſon to expect from a Prince alto- 
geeher guided by thoſe who have ſworn their deftruction ? 
nd the very taking of theſe men into his ſecreteſt Councils, 
was an opendeclaration to the Three Kingdoms, that their 
deſtrution was at no great diliance 3 for we know, and a!l 
the World knows, that ſuch mcn as {warmed about I/hite- 
ball, were employed in nothing more, than in contriving 
and projcCting the utter deſtruction ot Heretic and Hereticks, 
as they account us all to be: And therefore had the late King 
Fames conſulted either his own or his Peoples fafety, hz 
would never have been fo influenced by ſuch men, nor yi- 
ven the lcali ſuſpicion that he was ſo, But his making a Je- 
ſuit opcnly a great Miniſter of State, whole very being in 
the Kingdom was Treaſon; his entertaining openly a Nun- 
tio from Kome, the {warming of Prictts both Regular and 
Secular, of ſeveral Orders about him, cannot but (hew that 
their Aſſumption into' ſuch Privacy, fo defiructive to his 
People, was really a matter of his own mere choice, 

And here let me «dd, That the Prieſts and Jeſuits in 
their management of Afﬀairs in the Late King's time, were 
both the falfcit and the tooliſheſt menin the world, tho they 
had the tairclt game to play, that ever men in their Cir-um- 
ftances could with for betore, and faircr than I trutt clicy 
will ever obtain again. They wcre very falſe and treache- 
rous to their great Patron and BcnefaQtor 3, tor they conſult» 
ed their own intcrclt fo much, that they minded ncithcr the 
Honour nor Satcty of their King. For while he was driving 
ſo Jebu like, it was their duty faithiullyto have repreſented 
to him, what was like to be the iſſue of ſuch pruccedings, 
what diſhonour the ſo frequent bicach of his \\ ord mult be, 
ad how fatally dangerous the cxaly crai.ng of three King- 


doms mult bez and therefore ſeriouſly to have advilcd tum 
to 


15 


t 


16 


The Advantages of the Preſent Settlement, 


to flower and milder methods z and to have declarcd their: 
ſatisfaRtion, that they had rather commit the great defign 
its ſelt to the Divine Providence, in methods more agreeable 
to the Genius of the Nation, than hazard his Majclties Ho- 
nour and Safety in ſuch violent and harſh meaſures. But the 
truth of it is, they ſaw they had nothing to rely upon, but 
the King's Life z and that was as uncertain as any other 
mans z and therefore they were willing to drive at all fu- 
riouſly : For ( ſay they ) if we ſucceed, we have our aim, 
the day is our own ; if not, we know the worlt of it, we 
are but where we were we can as eaſily retire to the Cells 
we crept from, as we left them z but whether the King ſink 
or ſwim, is the leaſt of our concerns. And ah! that theſe 
Wretches had fallen alone, without drawing ſuch a Prince 
into ſuch misfortunes with them, by their precipitate Coun- 
ſels! Let this therefore be for ever another inſtance of Po- 
piſh Treachery and Falſhood to their Princes z, for theſe men 
always a& asif they gloricd in being the Inſtruments of the 
DeſtruQtion of Kings, or Kingdoms, or Both, 

And as they were the falſeſt Men to their Prince, fo they 
were the fooliſheft ; for never Men took {o improper means 
to attain their Ends, as they did. In truth they left nothing 
undone, which any man could wiſh them to do, who never 
ſo earneſtly wiſhed a diſappointment of all their Deſigns ; as 
a Revercnd Divine and great Man of our Church faid, in 
his Sermon on the Thankſgiving-day , they were Politicians 
by Book, and never conſulted the Genius and Humour of 
chat People they had to do with. It may be they are thought 
very wiſe Men and great Politicians in other Countreys, but 
they can never in Exgland expeR any thing but the reputa- 
tion of the molt imprudent and unpolitick of Men; and I 

this great Inſtance will be ſufficient to convince all 
how unſafe it is for them to truſt Men of little 
Honeſty, and leſs Diſcretion. 

If it be again ſaid, That the late King, in all theſe things 
fo deſervedly decried, was inform'd of the Legality of them 
by his J whole Advice in the like Caſes all our Kings 
have relied upon 3 ſo if he erred, it was their fault ; me 
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ſides, fuch as do unlawful chings by the King's Commend, 
are liable to anfwer for it io: withſtanding, but nct the Kirg 
Himſfclf. Tathis the Anſwer is very cafic: The whole Nati- 
on knoweth very well, that when the Judges at any timg 

ve juſt and good Advice, according'to the Law, and the 
beſt of their knowledge, it it thwartcd the Delign intend- 
ed, there was a Quias ready at hand for their delcent trom 
the Bench z and thus, the whole Reign of King James, 
there was a perpetual Change of the Judges, till they were 
ſo modelled, as to ſecure the Intereſt driven ats nay in the 
very laſt famus Tryal of the Seven Biſhops, all know, that 
two of the Judges were immediately removed, for giving, 
their Op;nion contrary to that. Intercſt. Sv that it 1s cx- 
tremely plain, the ling was not adviſed by his Judges, but 
the Judges by him, how they ſhould att at their Perils, and 
he woull have no other than fuch as would ſerve his delign ; 
as for ſuch as ated by his Arthority, either in Civil or 
Military Afairs, it's plain few or none were allowed of, bur 
ſuch as would ſerve the Popith Intereſt 3 what meant elle 
the Change of Charters; the Regulating of Corporations ; 
the (o frequent alterations of the Governors of them ; the 
removing of - all Officers that would not comply ; the pre- 
vious Queſtions put fo diligently all over the Kingdom, to 
Deputy-Licutenants, Officers of the Militia , Jultices of 
Peace, Magiſtrates of Cities and Boroughs , concerning 
EleRions of future M:mbers of Parliament ? The King then 
was fo far from ſuffering Pcrſons to be brought to Tryal 
for their unjult and illegal Actions, that as he would have 
no other Perſons in his Service, fo he avowc<cd their Prote- 
Ction, In vain it. was to expett a redreſs of theſe things, 
ince even inthe beginning of that Reign, when that King 
was ſo much obliged to the Fidcl:ty of the Nation, for op- 
poling the Duke of Manmorth {o vigorouſly , yet that very 
Houſe of Commons, who but a little while before, was fo 
tighly cajolled and carefled by the King, wene away with 
a Repulle to their honcſt Adercls, againlt Papiſts bearing, 
Offces without legal Qualitications. and in a few days aft-r, 
dic prorogued them,and never in*t tom more, Since then,the 
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late King would have no other Perſons to-ſerve him, not 
arty in of Truſt, but ſuch as highly diſſeeved che Na- 
tion ; lincehe proteted ſuch Perſons'in all their illegal Pro- 
teedings z certainly all they did, is clearly imputable to him- 
ſelf, for (o he would have it, and no otherwiſe, 

In fine, while it's aid, King James was lawful King of 
England , accountable to none for his. Attions, but God 
only ; that at! we had to do, was to ſubmit either Active- 
ly or Paſſively ; that. our Oaths had obliged us againk all 
Reſiſtance ob his Majclty , or thoſe committioned by him ; 
and therefore let the worlt be ſuppoſed that can. be, we 
cannot juſtify our reliftion of him, or transtcrring our Alle- 
giance from him. | 

Now in the hicſt place, this is a plain- acknowledgment, 
That we had very great cauſe of complaining ; and only 
helps us with this Accumulation of our Miſery, we have no 
poilibility of Redreſs, Now it's a deſperate Condition a 
Prince is brought to, that the only Juſtitication of his Pro- 
cecedings, conlitts in aſſerting an unhmited and uncontrou- 
table Power; and indeed, it is much the worſe, when this 
is done to « N-tion. that never have, (nor never will ac- 
knowledy themiclves to be Slaves to be ruled by the Arbi- 
trary and Deſpotick Power of their King ; but are SubjeRts 

overned by their King in the Execution of the Laws of 
Land. 

Again, There is nothing more certain than this, T hat 
there is {© great ictercnce to be had to Governors and Go- 
vernment , that every ſmall irregularity in Government 
ought not to lefſen the Aﬀettion or Fidelity of Subjects, 

as Injuries accruing only. to ſome private Perſons z or if 
they be of a publick and general Natuze, yea, even againlt 
Laws in force; yet. if it be in matters of ſmall concern 
and importance , it is rather to be born with, than. the 


Peace of the Government to be diſturbed ;, it is in ſuch 


Caſes duly to be conlidered , that nothing perfett is to- be 
found under the Sun; that Changes and Alcerations upon 
fuch ſmall accounts , would render Government very un- 
ticady and uncaly, to the main end of it , which is the 


neace 
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peace of Mankind, But, what if the Caſe be ſuch, that 
there is no lels attempted than the ruin of Souls and Bo- 


dics, and Fortunes, ot far the greatcit part of the Subjedts ? 
What if thoſe Laws arc laid alide, and rendred uſelcls, 


which were enacted of ſet purpoſe, to ſecure the Religion, 
and Property of all the Subjects, without ever, cqolulting, 


the Legiſlative Power, nay , after a great part of that 
Power hath remonſtrated againit it? What it ſuch 
Courſcs be taken, as pertcAly deliroys the very being, of 
Parliaments, and makes a ſummoning of them uttcrly in- 
practicable, according to the Fundamental Conſtitutions 
of the Kingdom? Does nat theſe, and {uch like Proceedings, 
perfectly diſſolve the Government to our hands, and deprive 
the King of the belt Security he hath for his Crown, to wit, 
the Security of the Laws ſo diſſolved? And that this was our 
Cale, is apparent by what is before written: And this brings 
to my mind, a ſaying of the late King James, at his helt Ac- 
celſhon to the Crown, That be deſired to be no greater King, 4han 
the Laws of England made him; and upon my Coulcicnce had 
he continued always in that mind, and acted accordingly, 
he-might, nay, he would have Reigned a Glorious King, to 
the great Joy and Satisfaction of all his SubjeQs. 

| ſuppoſe it will be granted, That the cud of all Govern- 
ment is the ProteQtion and Peace,and Se. urity of the People, 
by governing of them agreeably to the Laws enaQted for that 
=. now. if this end ceaſe, and all things be acted contrary gs 
there not an cad of that Government, with relation to the 
Peoples concerns in it? And, in ſuch calc, what can reaſonably 
be expected from them by the Laws of God, of. Nature, and 
Sclt-preſcrvation, the hiit and great Principle of Nature, but 
that they thould look tor better terms where they gay have 
them , io #.4 

All this whole matter js grounded upona falſc Opinjon af 
Government being Fure Diino, even, with rclation to 'the 
ſpecies or kind of Government z nay, tothe very, Perſon or 
Faunily regnant z than which there cannot well be a greater 
Paradox; tor tho it be molt true, that Government in gene- 
ral, is of Divine and _— Right yct all the World will 
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never be able to make either of theſe two things appe: r.242. ct- 
ther that this or that Species of Government, is of tuch a right ; 
fer example, Monarchy in contradiltin&ion to all other ; or 
n,uch lcfs. that this or that family or perſon hath ſuch a Uivine 
or natural rightto ſuch or ſuch a Kingdom or Dominion: tor 
upon this Principle we condemn all other kinds of Govern- 
ment as ſinful ; we oblige our ſelves-to perpetuate! the Suc- 
cefſion of the ſame Family, in a dire& Line, in the ſame Do- 
minion z a thing by the experience of all Ages known to be 
impoſſible, and of which this Kingdom, on ſeveral occalions, 
hath taken very little notice. For he is a mighty ſtranger 
to the Erglhſh Hiſtories, who knows not that tome Perſons 
have been runoved from the Adminiſtration of the Regal 
Power, by the Anthority of Parliament ; and others 
Crowned in their ſtead, while the former were in being : 
and likewiſe in the Succeſſion of the Crown, little regard 
hath been had to the next in Proximity of Blood, what- 
ever outcry we make now 3 and certainly when it was 
Enacted in Queen Elizebeth's time, That it ſhould be a Pre- 
mmaire tor any perſon to affi1m, That it was not in the power 
vf the Parlament to ſettle the Succeſſion of the Crown, they 
were far from dreaming, of this Chimera of Divine Right. 
And certainly when a Parliament in Herry the Sth's time 
gave that King Power to fettle the manner of the Suc- 
ceſſion, and nominate the Succefſors as he thought he, they 
were far from this Divine Righttoo. Nay, this Opinion that 
ten would {© fain impoſe upon us, is deliructive of all Right 
of Conqueſt or Preſcription ; for againſt Divine and Natural 
Right; none of theſe are prevalent ; for ſtill the former Obli- 
. remains to the kind of Government and Family plea- 

ing ſuch a Divine Right ; which would be (o far from con- 
ducing to the Peace of Mankind, the great End of all Go- 
vernment, that it would certainly perpetuate Blood, War, 
and halting Confulions. 

Ina word, | am ſure our Government is ſuch, as will 
acknowledge, That the Kings of England: are bound to 
goemn their People, not as they pleaſc, but according ro 

Laws of the Land-: Now I would fain ask theſe few 


Queſtious 
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Queſtions upen this Conceſion, Whether it be juſt, that 
the King ſhould be abſolutely ſecured by the peoples Oath of 
Fidelity to him ; and if they break it, Gibbets, Axes, Whip- 
ping-Potts, Pillories, Exile, Contiſcations cf Goods, are 
their juſt and deſerved Puniſhnents ; and yet the People 
ſhould have no Security in the Earth, Ly any Oaths the King 
makes to them, but he is tlill at his liberty to break thern, 
and the People withuurt all poſſibility of redrels, it he do tv? 
And conſequently , Whether the Coronation-Oath be a 
meer matter of form, and adminiſtred only to mock God 
and the Nation ; fince after all, the King may at pleaſure 
break it , and the whole Kingdom hath no remedy but 
God help? Whether when Chrilt and his Apoſiles preſcribed 
to us general Rules of SubjeCtion and Obedience to Govemn- 
ment ; they did not lcave the ſeveral Nations in the poſletli- 
on of thoſe Civil Rights they enjoy'd notwithſtanding, but 
cngag'd Mankind tobe all Slaves to the Luſt and Will ct their 
Governours, without poſſibility of controul ? Whether any 
ating in this Kingdom by an illegal Commiſhun.can pothibly 
be eſteemcd to at by the King's Commitſon, which we arc 
ſworn not to reſitt ; lince it's ccrtain that all Vlegal Com- 
miſſions are null and void in themſelves, and that Men are 
bound to reſiſt ſuch in their own defence ;, lir:ce the Subject 
is never to ſuppoſe any private Will of the King in the go- 
verning of his People, contrary to the publick Will of his 
Laws ; and isalways to be ſuppoſed, that he who takes upon 
him the juſt defence of the Laws, is fo far from rcluting 
the King, that he is really dctending of him ? It the Cate 
be not thus, then we certainly are con minded to (wear, and 
aQtually do ſwear, to expoſe cur Perſons, Families, Fortunes, 
Laws, Libertics, nay Religion it felt, to as many Mens 
Wills as may have the Conſcience to act againtt us, or ruinc 
us in any or all theſe particul. r5 by Illegal Commitſions. In 
tne, Whether the King's being, generally faid t2 do no wrong, 
be not tobe interpreted, either becaule he mctt commonly 
employs other perſons in the cxecution of his Commands, 
either Legal or Illegal ; cr cl{c in re{pect that the King being 


{worn to govern by Law, he is rot to be ſuppoſed to act 
apantt 
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againſt it? If the Firlt, then they that execute illegal Com- 
mands,are liable to be called in queſtion and puniſhed tor ſo 
doing ; but if the King protefting them with all his Power, 
p_ this Jultice, doth he: not then make theſe Illegal 

xecutions his own, whether we will or no ? It che S& 
cond, then we are to conlude, That no Illegal Act is aRe- 


al AQ ; and conſcquently,..if a King either by Hamſelt, 


or by Othcrs commithonated by him;, oppreſs and ruine his 
People in all particulars that are ot greateſt concern to Many 
king, he fo far Unkings himſelf, and pats his People upon 
an abſolute neceſſity ot Selt-defencc. 

As for the lawfulncls of transferring our Allegiance to 
Their preſent Majelties, the Reverend Biſhop of Sali-bany, 
in his excellent Letter to his Clergy, hath fo fully cleared 
that Point, that it were preſumption in me further to under- 
take the Defence of it. 

Let me only add, That the late King ſhewed the moſt fix. 
ed Reſolution in the World, by his going to France ; for 
what was this, but rather than {uffer any Redrels of the in- 
ſupportable Grievances of his People, he would rather for. 
ak: ard abandon them. and apply himſelf to the {worn Ene- 
my of his Kingdoms, both in their Religion and Civil Rights? 
King 7ames {ent to the Prince of Orange ſome Noblemen ro 
treat with him.but had not thepatience to ltay long after the 
Anſwer; but rather than liſten co the calling of a Free Parlia- 
ment,withdrew himſclf volunrarily,when noEnemy was near 
him. His coming back again to Whiteball was a meer force put 
upon him ; for at Feverſham,when Perions of Quality in thoſe 
parts tendred him their beſt Service,his conttantAnſwer was, 
The moſt acceptable ſervice you can do me,ts to facilitate my departure, 
and procure means fir my going beyond Sea: And whatever noiſe 
is made about his leaving Whiteball the tecond time, yet it's 
plain his reſolution was {ti!l to depart, as a thing he was be- 
tore molt ſolemnly engaged to do; and (o to leave his Peo- 
ple, rather than cater upon fair and legal ways of giving 
them ſatisfaQtion: and tis the Lords and Commons in Con 
vention, as freely choſen as cver Repreſentatives were to any 
Parliament in England, have avowed to be an Abdication of 
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his Government and Vacating of his Throne. And 1 would know 
but theſe ewothings in this particular, Whether, in thecon- 
dition we were left by the King's departure, any better, 
juſer, or ſpeedier courſe could be taken, to fave the Nation 
from thoſe Miſerics and Confulions it mult neceſſarily hive 
fallen into, in that ſtate of Anarchy the King I: tt us, than 
that of c.lling ſuch a Convention ? And then, Whether fuch 
a Convention, fo treely called and choſen, when met, doth 
not conclude the N tion by their Reſolutions, tince all knew 
their EleQion was for this very purpoſe, to reſtore us the 
Happineſs of a ſettled State, and by cle&ing of them, incla- 
ded Themfelves and their Contents to their Refolves, as 
much as ever they did in other Electiors to Parhament, As 
for thoſe Redreſſes that were niade jult upon th: News of 
the Prince's Intention for Ergl/and, they were done at fuch a 
time as too plainly ſhewed it to be the produt of F car and 
N. ceſtity, not of Choice z and it's well known, that what 
Kings in (iraits areforced to do; when free,they voluntarily 
and readily undo z and the worlt with 1 wiſh King f mes is, 
That what he did then. he had done a twelve-month betore x 
tho even then the greatett matters continucd as they were, 
viz. Perſons in all Offices of Truit with ut legal qualincati- 
ons, by virtue of the Diſpenling Power, then not 1 the lealt 
diſowned. 

By what I have ſaid, it plainly appears, that cur Con- 
dition, when their Majeltics arrived here, was mott del 
rable , without any hope of a. redreſs, our Miſcrics daily 
growing, upon us 3 and. it's not unezhe for any man. io di- 
vine, what our Cal malt certainly have b.en, had 1 1t God 
raiſed up this mighty Deliverer, our preſent King , to put 
a ſtop to thoſe unhappy Proccedingsz and it we be to infe.uti» 
ble of this great Deliverance. and to foon have ti1got our 
former ThraWdom, and our jult fears of worſe; I c in lay no 
mor-, but that we are as bad as the Iſracliets. 0 ticing boype 
* again, when their faces were towards Canaar : and lulting 
for the Flelt-pots theze, when they were tec:!'.g on Angels 
Food. And fo I come to thew the danger .t our Relajle, 
by conſidering the happy Eſtate and Condition we arc in by 
this bleſſed Revolution, We 
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We may take up in theſe Nations that Song of David, When 
the Lard turned again the Capanuity of Sron, then were we like unto 
them that dream. T he Deliverance was fo {trange and wondertul, 
that it appeared plainly the Lord's doing, aud theretoure mar- 
velous in our cyes- We may look upon the Providence that 
gave the Prince of Orange, our now molt Gracious King, fo 
juit a right to ſuccour us, as wonderful, cvcn that happy day, 
wherein the Auſpicious Marriage of that Royal Pair was con- 
ſummated, to the great joy and laſting ſecurity of che Peace 
and Happineſs of theſe Nations. This was, 1 am (ure, a great 
earneſt of the Divine Goodneſs, and a happy Omen ot this 
bleiſed Fruit of ir. 


TI know not what to admire moſt at in this prodigious 
Deliveranc: z That a matter of fo great importance, that mult 
of neceſſity be communicated to ſeveral perſons both at 
home and abroad, ſhould take no air all the while, till juſt 
it was ready to be executed ; ſo that the Deliverance was 
ſudden and unexpected , no-ways looked for at that time, 
or in that manner , is ſcarce to be exemplihed : the means 
uſed to effect this Delign, being ſo unproportionate to this 


-great end deſigned, makes the ſucces a Prodigy. The extent 


of this Bletling is not the leatt thing confiderable-in it z it 15 
gencral to the whole Nation, every one ſharcs in the Delivc- 
rance ; thole only excepted, that would fain have made us 
miſcrable, For as the Religion and Civil Intereſis of all 
were cqually in danger, fo the Security of both is cxtcnlive 
fo all : Nay, this Revolution fecures Truth, and the Pro- 
telhon of ic, to other Nations, tor it's well known what 
hazard the Proteitant Religion every-where had becn in, had 
it been ſubvertcd in this famous Ifland. And thercforc, how- 
ever ungratetul we may be, who yet have the more imme- 
diate advantage of it z yct I ata ſure all Proteſtant Emre are 
li'ting up ther Fearts, Hands and Tongues in the Praifcs of 
the God of Truth , who hath fo hgnally appeared for our 
Deliverance z and in that, for thei ſecurity. 


Let 
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Let us look upon our preſent Condition ; Would we be con- 
tent to be happy, and con: TE cit to what we were a T wc'ic- 
Month ago ? then we wee 2/imott in Deſpair, ſadly thinking 
with our {.lves, to what | ſtrange Countries we {hould repair 
to avoid the impending Storm 3 our Biſhops were thrown wo 
Puſons, our Clergy threatned w Kh Deprivations and Sulponlie 
Ons, Our Univerlitte 5 purſucd with £:9Warrants 's, © 7 Col- 
ledges invaded by the Locults of Feypt ; > the Abvumiuaticn of 
tc Mat $, aud Idolatry and Superliition of Popery {ctup in all 
the Corners of City and Countrey 3 our Judges carrying, about 
Szavel.ngs, to preach before them in their Circuits 3 and they- 


themiclves in their Charges, at Aflizes, preacuuing, Sermons of 


Trantubltantiation, and Submiftion to the Sec of Rome + Pro- 
tcltants diſcountenanced, ditcarded, diſgraced 3; Papiſts every 
where, in City, in Countrey, in Court, in Armies, in Forts, 
in Navies, in Corporations, in Counties, lording it over us. 
Parliaments intended us worſe than none, the Complement 
of our Miſcries being, expe&ed from them, as Elections were 
then ordered z which made 2!! good Men with from their 
Souls, That whatever our Condition was, or might be, yet 
we might never fee a Parliament fit in England, during, King, 
Fames the Second?s Reign; fince they would never be fuilcred 
to do us good, and in all probabiiicy could not fail in doing 
us much harm, 


The Cale is quite altered now,as is obvious at firſt (;glttz our 
Religion hath the greateſt Security, our Biltops and Clergy the 
greateſt Protection, our Vacant Bi hopricks arc tilled with the 
moſt wiſe and learned of the Clergy, Colledges are reltored to 
their proper Owners + the Idolatry of Popery dare not ſkew it 
ſelf any where ; the Wind hath blown thete Locuits of Priclis, 
Jeſuits, &c. beyond the Scas, to their furmer Lurkin o-Placess 
cvery one lits ſafe under his own Vine, enjoying, ſecurely the 
Liberty of an Engliſkman, the Property he ts pulleti of 3 our 
Councils, Navies, Armies, Magitirates, arc Proteſtants 3 and 
a Sccarity to our Religion, dearer to us than our Lives ; our 
Jadges are as at the firſt, and our Countellors as at the Le 
ginning- 
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Pray Gentlemen recount with your Selves, What was our 
greateſt Hope, our only Comfort on Earth, in thote Days 
of our Diuttreſs ? What was it that fuftained our Spirits and Ge- 
livered us from utter Diſpair ? What did we difcourſe of every» 
where to one another, 35 the {oe Foundation of cir Hopes 
of Freedom and'Reliet ? Was it not chat the King was a Mor- 
exl Man, and atter him we t::d a Reſeric of rhe Prince and 
Princets of Orange tur our Seciticy ? How often then did we 
22tt nur Eyes and Hearts upon the Felgic': Shore, tilting that 
at laſt the Providence of Ged wou'd what over that bleſſed 
Pair to the laſting Joy of this Byiriſh Wand ? T!.c Papilts knew 
this very well, and could never th.11k tkem{clves fate, til] thete 
Princes Interells were defeated. and thereby, as they thought, 
all cut Hopes frutirate, But God that brings Gecd cur ot the 
greatett F.vil, by his intimte Wiſdom and Power, converted 
that Project by which they intended to perpetuate the Slavery of 
thete Nations, to an accelerating or hattcning our Deliverance, 
jormer than ever we hoped foricz for never was therc a julter 
Canute given any Prince, to quariel with a Poſſeflor, than was 
given the Prince of Orange, when he {aw not only all our Laws 
violated, and the People of England enſlaved, but likewiſe 
his juſt Intereſt in the Crown, im Right of his Prince's the 
immediate Heir, (0 violently invaded, without any Satist-&tion 
given, uſual in tuch Cates, of the Sincerity cf that Afair ct 
the pretended Prince of Wales ;, in which not only this whole 
Nation was violently ſuſpicious, upen very great Greunds, 
but likewiſe the intended Fraud was the Ditcourſe of Exrope. 
This Matter hath been ſufficiently written of, and for n:y part, 
if there were no more to create a Diftdence in nie not peſſib! 
of receiving any Satisfaction, this would be moxe than futhci- 
ent, that I never head of any Satisfaftion given, to i]. e Great 
and Vertuous Lady the Prince ls Arn of Denmark in this who!e 
Aﬀair 3 and yet it was highly juſt ſhe ſhould have received it, 
in reſpect of her Proximity to the Crown 3 and likewiſe in 1t- 
gard of that Fruicful Womb, God hath been peared to bie(s 
her Highneſs with, whole Children have a very fair FruſpeCt to 
the Royal Inheritance : it had been likewite very e2{y to have 
done it, becaule her Highs was perpetually upon the very 
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place where the Scene was acting, jult till the time of its finiſh- 
ing, and then it was molt neceffary the thould have been there 3 
an1 it's impoſlible to imagine, had it been a real Thing, 
care would have been taken that ſhe thou!d have been prelenc ; 
but on the other Hand, if it was nct rea), then it was altogether 
nece{lary, that of all Perons the ſhould be out of the way, and 
ſuch care was accordingly taken : And as her Satisfaction was 
but!z jt and eaſy, fo it would have been of miglhty advantage 
to the convincing of the Nation of the Truth of it, her High- 
nefſ-'s Evidence would have bcen of more weight, than all 
thoie at Council-Board, in refpett none will bear witnets 
againſt their own Intereſt, eſpecially in a matter of {0 great 
Moment, unleſs it be very true. All the an{wer ever I could 
hear to this molt material ground of Suſpicion, is, either that 
there was no Obligation to give any fuch Satisfaction, or that 
the Princes did not delire it, and was not curious of being fa- 
tistcd, To which this is only fit to be faid by way of Reply, 
that the hirlt is a deſperate, and the ſecond a fenfſele(s Anfwer. 
Is it nt then a great F.vour of God to us, that the Delive- 
rance we {o carnelily wiſh:d, and the Perſons on whom our 
Eyes were hxed, are thus come to our Deliverance ? our very 
Enemnues haitening it ſooner than ever we looked for it. 


I;-ic not the Joy of all good Men, * who love the Proſperity 
of our S:on, and pray tor her Peace, ' to live a Proteitant King 
and Qacen in England, 2 Hippinels Britain hath not been ta- 
voured with, finze the Death of Q 1cen Ann ther White of King 
James the Firlt? We hive no Dalilah in the Boom of ow 
Sampſon, to allure him to betray his own and the Non 
Streugth, that we may be tie catier Prey to the Plut's/fmmes : 
The Marriage of our Kings, to [.:4:es of the Popith Perfualiom, 
hath been (© plain a Caute of the Ntions Miſery, that we have 
great caule to reJoice in {0 ha; PY 4 bir, as both K ny, all 

geen to be of the fun+ Religion, ani ze witch 1s the pro- 
felled and eftabliſhicd Religion of their Kingdoms : wrt its grea:- 
ly to be hoped. the Witdum of our Parkament will make 1! 
no {mall part of their Cue, to prevent the Mitcoiets tat hav: 
locontiantly attended o'r Kings being to unequally yoked, 
Oar King and Queen dra not now teverat Ways, the:r Princt- 
” D 2 ples 
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ples are the ſame 3 as they are in Bed and at Board one, fo it's 
our great Comfort to lee them _ to the ſame Churches, 
exeiciſed in the ſame Devotions, addreſſing to the ſame Altar; 
in a word, of the fare Faith and Religion, to the great encou- 
ragement of their Subjects, to follow ſo+pious, {© _ an 
Example : So that there are no hopes now of the Phuliſtines 
plowing with Sampſon's Heiter. The Royal Intereſt is now 
abſolutely the ſame with that of the People 3 for cheir Majeſties 
and their People, arc more ſurely tyed together by the Bonds 
of that Religion, for which both have an equal Zeal, than by 
any Political Obligations whatſoever 3 ſo that now both re- 
joice in the mutual Proſperity of each other, their Majefties re- 
joicing in their Peoples Security, and they again in the Royal 
Protection, as inall Things, fo chiefly in that which is the beſt 
of all Things, Religion. 


Neither are we to neglet the Conſideration of that, which 
dcſervedly makes his pretent Majelty the Darling of theſe thiee 
Kingdoms, nay, like another Tir, the Delight of Mankind, 
viz, that the King, the Prince of Orange, had no ſuch great 
matters to look for as to his own Intereſt, to move him to en- 
counter ſo great Dangers, to undergo ſo much Trouble. He 
was conſiderably great iu the Lgw-Comuntries,; he hath no Chil- 
dren to enjoy the Crown after his own Death : fo that it plainly 
appears his Zeal for Religion, his great concern for the bleeding, 
ſtate of theſe Nations, his love to Jultice, did much more pre- 
vail with him to this Heroick and Glorious Undertaking, than 
any concern of his own in the Cale. 


Now apon the whole, it we deſpiſe ſo wonderful a Mercy, 
and become o bereft of Reaſon as to be weary of Happinels, 
and court perpetual Slavery, and abandon our preſent Security 
and Tranquillity, for thoſe Miferies we have reaſon to look for 
upon ſuch an unwiſe change z What can we then expect but 
to be treated by God as the deſpiſers of his greateſt Goodneſs, 
and to periſh without ſo much as the pity of Men, fince we 
knew not how to prize a laſting Security, when we had it in 
vur Hands, and conſequently that our Relaple muſt be very 
miſerable to us ? 
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But if at laſt we propoſe to our Selves the Miſeries that muſt 
unavoidably fall upon us 3 if the Sins of this Nation ſo provoke 
God, as to bereave us of that Happineſs we now enjoy, and if 
we be wile may entail it upon ous Pofierity, by another Revo- 
lution ſome Men o eagerly detire, we cannot but be convinced 
that a Relapſe is highly dangerous 3 I do profeſs, that the Ca- 
lamitics that fatally attend fuch a Revolution, are fo tremen- 
dous and horrible, that the very apprehention of them cannot 
but firike conſiderate Men into the greate!t Confufion and 
Amazement : we can expect nothing elte, but that our Miſe- 
ries ſhould occation our being a Proverb and a By-word, a hiſ- 
ling and reproach of Popiſh Nations, who gape for our Ruine, 
_ greedily thirlt after our Deliruction z and on the other 
Hand, that we ſhould be followed with Execrations and Curſes, 
from the Proteltant Werld, for fo treacherouſly betraying that 
Triith we had to great a Zeal for 3 that a Nation that gloriti- 
ed (o juſtly in being accounted the Bulwark of the Proteſtant 
Religion, thculd fo fatally occalion the total overthrow 
of it, 


| will but briefly recount ſome of thofe Miſchicfs, that 
any reaſonable Man cannot but apprehend mult overtake us 
upon ſuch a Relaple z it we conlider with what Rage and Fury, 
with wl;at thirlt of Revenge, not only the late King, (whoſe 
natural Temper doth not much diſpote him to a forgetting of 
Injuries) but all of the Popith Party mult return amongſt us, 
what are we to expect ? b the late King, ever the lefs a Papitt 
than before ? Hath he abated any thing ct his Zeal for that Su- 
perltition ? Have the Jeſuits, &c. 2ny other Sentiments of us 
and our Religion than they had ? ask the Proteſtants of Ireland, 
and they will inform you, who fly as faſt out of that Kingdom, 
as ever the French Refapes forfuok France, If we were fo un- 
juſily uſed whe: + had given no Gffence, what are we to look 
tor when the 107} of Crimes ſhall be laid to our Charge ? It 
our Relivion v - vear loſt, our Laws and Liberties invaded, 
when all the C43: gations of the Earth were upon the Prince to 
protect them, how utterly mult all be loft, when the Refer - 
ments of fo late Attroms. {hall expotc us to all the dirett:! 
Eftccts cf an ungoverned 7+ «l, and enraged Revenge ? 


Bit 


29 


4 


3O 


The Advantages of the Preſent Settlement, 


But beſides, How are we to expect that ſuch a Revolution 
ſhould be brought about ? I am very confident England and 
Scotland, will never be willing to afford to great a Strength as 
is ſuſhcient for ſuch an Enterprize 5 fome hot-headed Men 
may alliſt a ſtronger Party from Abroad, but they will never 
undertake to do it alone : No, no, we plainly ice it's an Irsfh 
and French Power muſt do this, thence Men, Money, and 
Arms mult come : this is ſo certain, that I do not believe any 
Man in the Nation {o bereft of Senſe, as to expect it any other 
way, And now what a Train of Mileries this Dragons-Tail 
draws after it, is not caſy either to be thought or expactt : if 
ever ſich a diſmal Calamity ſhould befal us, we (hall want ano- 
ther Jeremiah to write the Lamentations of our Judab and 
Jeruſalem. 1 do not think that ever any Nation under Heaven 
was expoſed toa more barbarous Deſolation, than this poor Na- 
tion mult be upon ſuch an unhappy Change. How hath the 
French King uted his own Subjects, to whom by the Oaths of 
God, upon his Soul, he owed all Protection ? and if ſo cruel 
at Home, what are we Strangers to expect from his Armies, 
but all the Oatrages that attend an inlulting Conqueſt, of an 
Enemy, who hath reſolved our Ruine, and {worn the Extirpa- 
tion of our Religion ? It the cutting us off from being a Peo- 
ple ſhould be the price of it 3; what are we to expect, whoſe 
unhappy Connivance hath occaſioned all his Greatnels, and 
whole Strength and Riches, are the Shears that now clips his 
Wings, from ſoaring to that height of Univertal Empire, he 
ſo vainly and proudly graſps at ? And the Truth is, this is a 
zreat Mitery, that upon fuch a Change the Crown of Eng- 

and is molt likely to devolve, not trom King Willam to King, 
James, but from King, Wzlliam to King, Lewis of France ; 
which the great God of Heaven avert, We have heard of 
Princes {poiled of their Dominions by that Kicg, but never 
could hear yet of any Prince xettored by him. Can it paſlibly 
enter inco the Thoughts ct any reaſonable Man, that the King, 
ot France will employ his Forces by Sca and Land, and tpend 
his Treaſures, in conquering of thele Kingdoms, and then 
quietly deliver thein up to another to poſſcls ? who himtelf 
labours to deeply of the Dropſy of enlarging his Dorninions, 
that neither Faith of Treaties, Laws of Nations, O:th of Ged, 
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nor the ſence of common Equity and Jultice, could ever yet 
bind him, from making the molt unjutt Encroachments upon 
his Neighbours wherever he could. And this is the mure to be 
conlidered, becauſe it's very ealy to believe that the Popilh 
Clergy of England would be willing enough it ſhould be (o, 
King Lewis being more able to maintain his Conquett, than 
King Fames can ever be ſuppoſed to be to maintain his Poſlet- 
tion, and their Securityz and it the Popilh Clergy may yutily 
he ſuppoſe1 to become {o indifterent in this cafe, it's ealy to 
foreſee, how the Laity of that Perluation night be induced to 
a Satisfaction, fince theſe to flavithly, and indeed to brutifhly, 
hang their Conſciences at thote Mens Girdles z tv that upon 
the whole, King Lews is like to be the only Gainer, alchc | 
am far trom thinking that they who make this nolle among!; 
us, aim at any ſuch thing,yet it is worth their while {erioutly tc 
conſider, whether it will lye in their Power to prevent 01 


help it, 


As for the Iriſh,their Carriage to Proteltants in King Charles 
the Firlt's Time, and now to the Proteitants at this very in- 
ſtant, is more than ſufhcient to fatisfy us what Meatures we 
are to expect from them 5 their natural Bubarity, their 
conſtant Averlion to the Englith Nation, their thirltt atter a 
Repriſal upon Proteſtants Eltates, to mate up the pretended 
Damages they have ſuſtained, their ignorant and blind Zeal 
for a rooted Superſtition, are too much to convince us, With 
what Intentions they mult invade us + and what arc hike to bc 
the Effects of their barbarous Cruelty ? Ina word, it's Papitts 
are certainly tobe employed to do this grand Feat, who wi! 
be fare to give the Proteſtants, that {hill be fo unwilc as to 
atliſt them, the fame Thanks that Queen Mary gave thote ct 
Sxffolk, that the King of France hath given his Prote- 
ftants, and that the late King James did to lately give 
the Church of England; they will tind, at Iiit, ty then 
Coſt, the Effects of that unalterable Maxun awonglht theam, 
That no Faith s to be kept with Hlererichy, 


But then how is it poſſible for us, withour the highelt con- 
cern in the World, to reprelent to our lerves the Gontequen® 
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ces of ſach a Change, with relation to their preſent Majeſties, 
and the Princels Arn of Denmark ? 1] am very loth to in- 
filt too long, upon this, Its to extreamly Tragicalz Is this 
the Gratitude we owe to the moli magnanitnous, Couragious, 
and charitable Undertaking, that ever was, to relcue three 
Nations out of the Jaws of Popery and Slavery ? Can 
we find in our Heart to expole our great Deliverer to 
ſo much Danger in his Perton, and Ruine in his For- 
tune, who {o readily ventured Lite and Fortune for our 
(Good ? Can we to willingly deprive our ſelves of all our 
Hopes repoſed in thele Protettant Branches of the Royal 
Family, as for ever to render them uncapable of doing us 
any further Kindneſs, or attording us any further Prote- 
Ction ? Have we fo little fenie oft che mvlt tieadtaltt Con- 
liancy, and the unmovable Fidelity vo t!:cle great Perions, 
to the Religion and Interclt of theie Nitin, which 
could never be byatied by the Authority ut a iving and 
Fatl.er, nor ſhaken by the violent Temptations, and Afl- 
ſaulrts upon their Conſtancy ? Who by their nxed Relo- 
lutions to adhere to our Interefis, had the worlt of Arts 
uled to delcat them of their juſt Rights; for would they 
have but complyed with the Deſigns projected agaimit us, 
| dare (ay neither they nor we had ever been troubled 
with a Prince of Wales. Can we expect in another De- 
luge of Miſery, to have another Prince of Orange, to {uc- 
celsfully and miraculouſly to draw us out of it: No, no, 
it's to be hoped the Nation will never be prevailed upon 
ro incur the Guilt of ſuch Ingratitude to Perſons we owe 
our Religion, Laws and Liberties to: We will never do 
that which will {o juſtly expoſe us to the Cenlures of the 
World, and render us unworthy, in any Circumtiances, 
of any Foreign Aſſiſtance, fo utterly inconlilient with the 
Safcty of thote who afford it. In a Woid, we will be fo. 
jalt to our Selves, as not to entail Popery and Bondage 
tO our Polterity, for if we loſe thele great Perfons, where 
can we fix our hopes of any Rehiet ? 


Cin we likewite, without Aſtoniſhment, think upon the 
Condition of Loids and Commons, in this prelent Parlia- 
ment, 
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ment, in caſe of any fuch Change of Atfiirs, without 
Herror ? Have we choſen to many worthy Patnots, to re- 
prelent us there, only to expole them to the greateſt Mit- 
chiels? Have they been io taithful to re-(eitle us into a 
molt happy Condition, by fecuring our Keligion, Laws, 
and Liberties, to be left at lait to the Fury and Malice 
of Popith Vengeance ? Did the Famous Nobility and Ge- 
nerous. Gentry of this Kingdom, venture all for the Sccu- 
rity of the Nation, tv no other purpoſe, than to loc 
Honour, Eſiate, Life, and all, fur their Zeal to their Re- 
ligion, and Love to their Country ? Surely as we cannot 
but believe, that this mult be the Conſequence of ſuch 
an unhappy Change, with relation to the Nobility and 
Gentry of this Kingdom 3 {o it's not to be doubted but 
thar all England will conceive a jutt Indignation, again!t 
ſuch Ingratitude, and will apprehend themiclves obliged to 
eſpouſe their Interelt cordially and unanimouſly, who have 
ſo wiſely, and with ſo much Courage, fecured to us all 
Things capable of cur utmolt Eticem. 


In a word, when we ſeriouſly conſider the great Dan- 
ger the Proteliant Intereſt is expuled to all over Emrope, 
that nothing lels is intended, than the rooting, out of that 
vile peſtilent Northern Hereſy, as the Enemies of our Holy 
Religion are pleated to call it; | hope we will think 
more than once upon it, bcfoze we contribute fo highly, 
to the utter Subvertion of the Protcliant Religion in general 
every where, as the cutting, off of thete thiee [Kingdoms 
from it mult neccſlarily occalion, 105 well know: thit 
theſe Churches uf Great Britain and Ireland, and mac 
particularly that of England, have been jutily look'd upon, 
as the Bulwark of the Proteſtant Religion in general 1 aud 
therefore the Papilts have uted their utmoſt Fraud in un- 
dermining of her, and their utmoſt Violence in railing vp 
their Batteries againit her, aſſuring thenielv--, it they could 
but once gain this Bulwarl, they would quickly, and w.th 
Faſe make themfelves Maliers of the whule Fort ;, it's wr't 
known, that the French) King durit never have uled his Pro- 
teltant Subjects, as he buth 8. and batyaroully did, 
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if England had had the liberty to have eſpouſed their Interef!, 
and it was juſtly look'd upon as a wonderful Thing, that the 
King of England, ſhould be declaring himſelf ſo much for 
Liberty of Conſcience here, and yet on the other fide of the 
Water, the French King ſhould be uſmg all forts of Cruelties 
upon thoſe of our Religion wholly to om it, and yet 
King James ſhould never become their Interc nor declare 
to that King his juſt Reſentments of his Acting o contrary to 
his conſtant Principles, eſpecially when his ufing his Subjes 
{o could not but tirike all his own Engliſh Subjects into an 
Alarm, and put them upon ſadly divining what in all proba- 
bility was like tobe their own Fate in time. Why have the 
Proteſtant Princes and States entered into fo ſtrong a Confede- 
racy, looking upon their preſent Majeſties as the Chict ſupport 
of it, but upon the certain knowledg they had, of 2 Deſign 
on Foot to ruin them ? and thus it may beeafily conjeftur. 
ed, what mult be the Danger of the Proteſtant Religion a- 
broad, if England be rendred uncapable of giving Afiftance 
to its Profeſſors; nay more,it the ſtrength of England be made 
ule of to promote their Deſtrution, But irs obvious this mult 
be the redo of the return of Popery and Slavery amongſt us ; 
ſo that upon the whole Matter, if ever ſuch a Judgment from 
Heaven, thould overtake us, as the return of this unclean Spirit 
of Paper and its Uſher Slavery,among us, we cannot but ex- 
pect that not only Seven, but a Legion of Miſeries worſe then 
we have felt, muſt return with it, ſufficient to make our laſt 
Caſe wore then our firſt, 


The Caſe being fo plainly thus, is it poſſible that Men car, 
ever be in love with ſuch Miſeries as theſe, not only upon 
themſelves, but upon their Innocent Poſterity. For the Word 
is Now or Never,and Now and Ever. And that we may never 
feel the Miſchiets of the laſt part of this Sentence, 1 hope we 
will take Care to Secure the fhrſt, that becauſe not new there. 
fore they never ſhall prevail upon us. 1 beſeech you, Gentle- 
men, ſeem to be fo willing to bereave us of our preſent 
Tranquillity, and to contribute what in you lies to bring 2 
Deluge of Miteries upon us, in which you your ſelves muſt 
certainly be overwhelmed, if ever you be truly Zealous for. 
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and faithful to the Truth of God profeſt in this Nation ; I 
pray you to conlider with your Selves, that it your Delizes 
thould ſucceed, and you thould be aiding and afliſting to it, 
what late Repentance and Horror mult ferze upon you, while 
you ſha!) ſadly then, when it is to late, refle&t upon that De- 
{truftion you have brought upon your Country and Fellow- 
Country-Men, and it's not to be doubted, but at Jiit upon 
your Sclves too ! 

But if Men will continue obſtinate in Miſchief, and are re- 
ſolved to uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to ruſh us again into 
Confuſlions, and to fet all in a Flame, it's to be hoped his Ma- 
jeity will have ſuch a (pecial regard to the Welfare of theſe 
Nations, in which that of his own, and all the Proteſtant 
Branches of the Reyal Family, is fo cloſely wrapt up, that he 
will moſt diligently inſpe&t into the wicked Practices, and 
moſt villanous Detigns of fuch il|-minded-Men ;, and indeed 
they ought betimes to berhink themſelves, what the whole 
Kingdom muſt think thoſe Men worthy of, who are Haters 
of their Peace, and Contrivers of their Deſtruction : for what 
ever Eyes they look with, and whatſoever Profpective-Glaſs 
they make uſe of, they muſt pardon us, who can (ee nothing 
but laſting Miſcry, attending their Projefts and Defigns : 
and therefore however they may hope his Majeitys Clemency 
(which by their undutiful Language, bold and ungratefu! 
Speeches, and infolent Attempts, in the Face of a Nation, 
reſolved to continue their Happineſs, by molt conſtantly 
adhering to his Majeſties Intereſts) they have already too 
much tryed; yet they are Fools to imagine his Majeſty 
will ſuffer his innate Lenity and Gentlenets, to be the 
greateſt Cruelty to his faithful Subjects, by extending it to 
Perſons obſtinately bent upon his and their Ruin ; nor can they 
drearn, that a whole Nation, now ſecured cf all that's dear to 
them, will much longer bear the bantcring Affronts, and not 
only undutifal, but even Treztonable Practices of fuch Men 
who fo carry themſelves, as it they longed for nothing more 
than our Deſtruction. 


And juſt as 1 was writing this, care to my Hands that Pa- 
per, pretended to be a —_ #4 from King, James the Se- 
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cond to all lis Loving Subjects in the Itingdom of England, 
Puhaps there was never a greater piece of Inlulence acted in 
any Nation, than diſperling of thele in a Kingdotn, where theie 
14 a King, de fatto upon the Throne 3 and the Relentment the 
Houle of Commons has ſkewed, is a luthcient proot of what 
| have juſt now faid 3 but for the Paper it felt, it carries all the 
Marks of Forgery that pothbly can be : for would ever the late 
King tell his Subje&ts of Fngland, of his kind ulage to his- 
Proteſtant Subjects in Ireland, who are (o intallibly convinc?d 
of the contrary ? For why (hould fo many of the Biſhops and 
Clergy, ſo many People ot all Conditions tly out of that luing- 
dom. even fince his arrival there, and lcave their Eſtates and 
Habitations, and caſt themſelves upon the Charity of Exgland 
tor a preſent Subliſtance, it this Libel were true? Why, even 
at this very Time, do they embrace all opportunities of 
Tranſporting theraſelves, into this liland, with great Joy 
and Thankfulnefs ? It Protetiant Þ: rions, Fortunes, Reli- 
gion, were in ſo much Safety, what makes the Proteſtants 
of Londonderry, &c. rather venture their Lives in their own. 
Defence, and endure the Perils and hardlhip of a dangerous 
Sicge, if the Proteſtants there were in fo preat Security ? 
Surely the Forgers of this Libel imagine it poflible to put 
out our very Eyes, and to hood-wink us to Dettruction. Can 
«ve ever think that Proteſtants will ever be fate, or apprehend 
themſelves fo, where the French domineer, at the rate they 
mult certainly be preſumed to do in Ircland? For it's very 
reaſonable to conclude that teeing Men, Ammunition, Money, 
and whatſoever is neceſſary tor War, cometh from the French, 
that King will, nay, muſt rule the Roalt., We will therefore 
believe our own Intelligence much better then this piece of 
Forgery, 412. that the very Papilis of Ireland, are lo appre» 
hentive of the French Tyranny, that they begin tv with 
Gr the mild Government of Proteltant England, rather than 
ly under the infupportable Tyrauny ut Pop:th France, As 
for the large Promites rrade to England upon a {urrender 
theſe Forgerers invite us to, 1 have 141 cenuugh already, that 
Popiſh Faith can never be moe tnutiec by Proteliants, and: 
we arc very well allured, that it 1c ware putkole tor the Hoſt 
of Feavcu to come down upon Euth, to be Guarantee tun 


the 
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the Fidelity of Papilts to: Proteltants in any Ticaties made 
with thei relating to Religion 3 they would notwwithſluniing, 
upon the firlt (afe ' Opportunity, vivlate them 3 and it theic 
bleſſed Sp.rits ſhould take upon ther the Detence of the 
Guarantce and the Honour of it, they would preſently 


diſown their Patronage, and deprive them of the Honour of 


their being, their Intexceſſors, and charge them with being Fae 
vourcrs of the vile!t Heieticks 3 for we would delne but one 
Inttance wherein ever Proceſtants were uſed kindly by Papitis 
where cver it was in their Power to ule thera otherwite, 


Go on then, Great Sir, in the perfect- 
ing of that, which your Majeſty Farh lo 
eloriouſly begun, and to magnanimaully 
undertaken, and have had the afliltance of 
the God of Truth, tothe Joy of thele Na- 
tions, to the Deſpair and Confuſion of your 
Enemies, to the Security of the Proteſtant 
World ; your Majeſtie hath the Hearts, 
the Hands, the Purles of your People at 
your Devotion; you have a Parliamenc, 
who having engiged whatſoever is worthy 
of Men of Honour, of Fortune, of Religion 
for your Afliſtance, will never be wanting 
to enable you to compleat Yours, Theirs, 
Ours, nay Europe's Happineſs ; You have the 
greateſt Security of the Prote&tion of that 
God, who is the Diſpoſer of Kingdoms, 
by whom Kings reign, who hath hitherto 
bleſled you with Succels to a Miracle, You 
have, in fine, the belt and moſt Glorious 
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Cauſe, even the preſerving of theſe Nati. 
ons (to which God, and Nature, and a Ge- 
neral conſent of your People, have given 
ou ſuch a cloſe Interett and near Relation ) 
225 all the Calamities that could betall 
either the Souls, Bodies, or Fortunes of Us 
and our Poſterity. This | am ſure is the hearty 
Prayer of all that are lovers either of our 
Civil or Religious Rights, and our ſecure, 
peaceable, and laſting enjoyment of them, 
that your Enemies may be clothed with ſhame, but 
npon your Head the Crown may long Flouriſh, 
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um preſene Circumſtances conſidered, in a 


